[Electronic health records in Germany].
Electronic health records (EGA), as overall medical applications for the documentation of medical information under the guidance and sovereignty of the patient, change the traditional doctor-patient relationship. Unlike the electronic patient record (EPA), which the treating physician is in charge of, the patient has the sole right to decide who may insert which data into it and who may see his electronic health record (EGA). Thus, the patient's right of informational self-determination and his possibilities to get involved in the treatment process are substantially strengthened. The current situation of the EGA in Germany is described and the parallel development of EGA and EPA is discussed. The electronic health record acquires extensive significance, especially in line with the imminent introduction of the electronic health card on the basis of a standardised telematics infrastructure in Germany.